
ALSO RECOMMENDED

Andrew Dier
Moon Medellin, Including Colombia’s 
Coffee Region
2017, PAPER, 160 PAGES
A practical guide in the Moon series, 
packed not only with travel necessities 
(hotels, restaurants, sights) but also with a 
good overview of  history and destinations 
throughout Medellin.

Marco Palacios (Editor), Ann Farnsworth-Alvear 
(Editor)
The Colombia Reader
2017, PAPER, 648 PAGES
Through contributions by writers, poets, 
political leaders and lay people, this Colombia 
primer gives insight into religion, art, culture, 
regional differences, gender inequalities, the 
rural/urban divide and more, fleshing out a 
country often defined by its drug wars.

Robert A. Karl
Forgotten Peace: Reform, Violence, 
and the Making of  Contemporary 
Colombia
2017, PAPER, 344 PAGES
In a lucid, scholarly narrative, Princeton 
professor Robert Karl examine’s Colombia’s 
mid-century conflicts (1950s and 1960s). He 
provides a vantage point for readers who 
would like to interpret the country’s democratic 
development that continues in the present day.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez
News of  a Kidnapping
2008, PAPER, 291 PAGES
In 1990, fearing extradition to the United 
States, Pablo Escobar -- head of  the 
Medellin drug cartel -- kidnapped ten notable 
Colombians to use as bargaining chips. With 
the eye of  a poet, Garcia Marquez describes 
the survivors’ perilous ordeal, depicting the 
keening ache of  Colombia after nearly forty 
years of  turmoil.

ESSENTIAL

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Edith Grossman (Translator)
Love in the Time of  Cholera
2007, PAPER, 348 PAGES
A glorious tale of  great love consummated 
after fifty years, nine months and four days, 
memorably set in a dusty 19th-century town on 
the Caribbean coast of  Colombia.

Adrian Forsyth, Ken Miyata
Tropical Nature
1984, PAPER, 248 PAGES
Two uncommonly observant and thoughtful 
field biologists offer a lucid portrait of  the 
tropics through 17 marvelous essays that 
introduce the habitats, ecology, plants and 
animals of  the Central and South American 
rainforests.  
Kate Cathey
Culture Smart! Colombia
2011, PAPER, 168 PAGES
A concise and practical guide to local customs, 
etiquette and culture.

 
Daniel Jacobs
Rough Guide Colombia
2018, PAPER, 416 PAGES
This compact guide includes an excellent 
historical and cultural overview of  Colombia. 
It’s otherwise an opinionated, thorough travel 
guide with region-by-region descriptions.

National Geographic Society
Colombia Adventure Map
2012, MAP
A colorful travel map of  Colombia at a scale 
of  1:1,525,000, printed on water- and tear-
proof  paper.

READING GUIDE

COLOMBIA

To enhance your travel experience, we’ve compiled a selection of  favorite, new, and hard-to-find books 
about your destination. Feel free to visit your local bookstore or library for your reading materials.



Richard Evans Schultes (Photographer), Wade Davis
The Lost Amazon, The Photographic 
Journey of  Richard Evans Schultes
2016, HARD COVER, 176 PAGES
Ethnobotanist Schultes disappeared into the 
Colombian Amazon and emerged 12 years later 
with more than 10,000 images of  the tribes, 
specimens and landscapes he encountered deep 
in the jungles. This book pairs his photos with 
text by fellow ethnobotanist Wade Davis.

Michael Jacobs
The Robber of  Memories, A River 
Journey Through Colombia
2013, HARD COVER, 272 PAGES
Inspired by a chance encounter with Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez in Cartagena, the adventurous 
Michael Jacobs travels to Baranquilla to journey 
1,000 miles across western Colombia on the 
great Magdalena, the “river of  our lives.” He 
captures the conflicts, troubled past and spirit 
of  isolated communities along the way.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez
One Hundred Years of  Solitude
2006, PAPER, 417 PAGES
The breathtaking, life-altering, much-celebrated 
tale of  life and love is on most everyone’s 
list of  the greatest books of  all time, ours 
included. Its setting and themes are universal.

Juan Gabriel Vasquez
Reputations
2017, PAPER, 208 PAGES
Named a Best Book of  the Year by the 
New York Times, this novel’s protagonist is 
Javier Mallarino, a highly influential political 
cartoonist whose life is turned upside-down 
after a visit from a young woman.

J.C. Kricher, Mark Plotkin (Introduction)
The New Neotropical Companion
2017, PAPER, 448 PAGES
From plants and animals to birds and bugs, it’s 
all here in this wonderfully written overview 
of  the ecology, habitats, plants and animals of  
Central and South America. A revised second 
edition.

Rainforest Publications
Colombia Birds
2015, PLASTIC CARD
Perfect for identifying the birds of  Colombia, 
this guide easily slips into a pocket. Laminated 
with full-color illustrations that depict over 200 
birds.

Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Matthew Restall
The Conquistadors, A Very Short 
Introduction
2012, PAPER, 128 PAGES
This provocative book by two leading 
historians explores who the conquistadors were 
and what made their adventures possible.

Hossein Amirsadeghi
Contemporary Art Colombia
2016, HARD COVER, 272 PAGES
The first comprehensive survey of  Colombian 
art printed in English, this work sketches the 
new and dynamic art scene that has blossomed 
in the Latin American nation within the last 
decade.

Marie Arana
Bolivar, American Liberator
2014, PAPER, 624 PAGES
In her accessible biography of  the “George 
Washington of  Latin America,” Marie Arana 
follows the remarkable leader through his 
struggles in six Latin American countries.

Peter Matthiessen
Cloud Forest, A Chronicle of  the South 
American Wilderness
1987, PAPER, 280 PAGES
Matthiessen recounts with wit and insight a 
20,000-mile journey through South America, 
including a marvelous wild goose chase in 
the Amazon, an obligatory visit to Machu 
Picchu and his travels in Tierra del Fuego. A 
deceptively straightforward travelogue, this 
book displays Matthiessen’s unflagging sense 
of  humor, great style and unbounded curiosity.

Andres Neuman
How to Travel Without Seeing, 
Dispatches from the New Latin 
America
2016, PAPER, 224 PAGES
Hopscotching around the countries of  South 
America, all the way to Panama, acclaimed 
Spanish-Argentinian writer Andres Neuman 
offers wry observations on literature, history, 
language and current events. His virtuoso 
journey is organized into short sections and is 
chock full of  culture and class.

Hector Abad
Oblivion, A Memoir
2013, PAPER, 263 PAGES
Written by his son, this searing memoir 
celebrates the life of  a Colombian doctor who 
fought against oppression and inequality and 
who was murdered by paramilitaries in 1987.


