
Insight Guides
Insight Guide Ecuador and Galapagos
2016, PAPER, 352 PAGES
This guide, now in its 6th edition, presents 
the natural history, politics, culture, wildlife 
and attractions of  Ecuador and the Galapagos 
Islands with style and authority.

National Geographic Society
Ecuador and Galapagos Islands 
Adventure Map
2011, MAP
This excellent double-sided, waterproof  map, 
a product of  the World Mapping Project and 
National Geographic, covers not just Ecuador 
in splendid detail (1:750,000), it also includes 
a large inset of  the Galapagos islands (1:1 
million).

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Russell Maddicks
Culture Smart! Ecuador
2014, PAPER, 168 PAGES
A concise and practical guide to local customs, 
etiquette and culture with a short overview of  
the land and people along with practical travel 
advice.

Carlos De La Torre (Editor), Steve Striffler (Editor)
Ecuador Reader, History, Culture, 
Politics
2009, PAPER, 437 PAGES
A portrait of  a nation. This lively sourcebook 
gathers selections from long out-of-print travel 
accounts, articles, interviews, poems, literary 
excerpts (and even a recipe) to document the 
vitality and diversity of  modern Ecuador.

ESSENTIAL

Charles Darwin
Voyage of  the Beagle
2002, PAPER, 468 PAGES
The wide-eyed tale of  a young man on a five-
year voyage that changed his life -- and our way 
of  thinking about the world. First published in 
1839, it is still a marvelous introduction to the 
wildlife, nature and allure of  South America.

Henri Michaux, Robin Magowan (Translator)
Ecuador, A Travel Journal
2001, PAPER, 144 PAGES
A brief, querulous and entirely wonderful 
narrative of  the modernist painter Michaux’s 
travels with the poet Gangotena, strong on 
color and personality. Its many pleasures 
include an unbeatable description of  Quito’s 
accursed mountain weather.

Edward J. Larson
Evolution’s Workshop
2002, PAPER, 320 PAGES
A vivid history of  the Galapagos and the role 
of  the islands as a crucible of  evolutionary 
ideas, written by a Pulitzer Prize winner. Larson 
covers Darwin and the discovery of  the islands, 
the visits of  Hancock and Beebe, the influence 
of  the United States during WWII and the 
establishment of  the national park.

Michael Jackson
Galapagos, A Natural History
2017, PAPER, 316 PAGES
This comprehensive guide to the natural 
history of  the Galapagos is practically 
mandatory reading -- the single best 
introduction to the geology and climate, 
habitats, plants, birds, animals, ecology and 
evolution.

READING GUIDE

ECUADOR & GALAPAGOS

To enhance your travel experience, we’ve compiled a selection of  favorite, new, and hard-to-find books 
about your destination. Feel free to visit your local bookstore or library for your reading materials.



Robert Whitaker
The Mapmaker’s Wife
2016, PAPER, 368 PAGES
Colonial politics, the travails of  the 
cartographer, and good old-fashioned murder 
all add intrigue to this absorbing tale of  18th-
century European exploration of  the Amazon 
-- and one woman’s quest heading from Quito 
to find her husband deep in the jungle.

Tom Miller
The Panama Hat Trail
2001, PAPER, 288 PAGES
An entertaining and insightful social history 
of  Ecuador -- as told through its hat-making 
history. It’s a classic example of  travel writing 
and one of  the best things written on Ecuador.

Paul Theroux
Blinding Light, A Novel
2006, PAPER, 438 PAGES
In this sly novel, the prolific Theroux sends 
his protagonist Slade Steadman, a travel writer, 
off  to the Ecuadorian Amazon with his ex-
girlfriend in search of  inspiration and the 
wonders of  Datura, a hallucinogen.

Kurt Vonnegut
Galapagos, A Novel
1986, PAPER, 283 PAGES
In this madcap classic, Vonnegut’s narrator 
lives in a future where the human race has been 
wiped out -- all except for a small group who 
boarded the “nature cruise of  the century” 
only to get stranded in the Galapagos.

John Hickman (Editor)
Galapagos, Through Writers’ Eyes
2009, PAPER, 225 PAGES
Hickman weaves original accounts by 
Galapagos whalers, gentleman pirates, fitful 
castaways, settlers and scientists, including 
Ambrose Crowley, Herman Melville, Charles 
Darwin and William Beebe, in these tales of  
the colorful human history of  the archipelago.

Matthew J. James
Collecting Evolution, The Galapagos 
Expedition That Vindicated Darwin
2017, HARD COVER, 384 PAGES
Rescuing an important expedition from the 
footnotes of  history, this readable science book 
tells the story of  eight scientists who, in 1905, 
collected staggering amounts of  specimens 
from the Galapagos in an attempt to test 
Darwin’s theory of  evolution.

Tui De Roy
Galapagos, Islands Born of  Fire
2010, HARD COVER, 168 PAGES
A stunning celebration of  the landscapes, 
wildlife and habitats of  the Galapagos 
by a photographer who was raised in the 
archipelago. Tenth anniversary edition.

John Treherne
The Galapagos Affair
2002, PAPER, 240 PAGES
Colorful early settlers including Dr. Ritter, 
Baroness Wagner von Bosquet and her three 
lovers and sturdy Margaret Wittmer enliven 
John Trehorne’s riveting, real-life tale of  
murder in paradise.

James Taylor
The Voyage of  the Beagle
2016, PAPER, 192 PAGES
The perfect supplement for lovers of  Darwin’s 
classic account (GPS02), this history mixes 
antique and new illustrations, letters, diary 
entries, official narratives and charts produced 
by shipboard artists.

William Beebe
Galapagos, World’s End
1988, PAPER, 442 PAGES
This wry, wonderfully evocative account 
of  a 1924 scientific expedition includes an 
excellent chapter on the human history of  the 
Galapagos.

Mark Honigsbaum
Valverde’s Gold, In Search of  the Last 
Great Inca Treasure
2005, PAPER, 320 PAGES
The spellbinding account of  a tough journey 
into Ecuador’s Llanganati mountains in search 
of  buried Spanish gold.

Moritz Thomsen
Living Poor
1997, PAPER, 280 PAGES
Moritz’s heartfelt account of  his small 
triumphs and tragedies as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in a village on the Ecuadorian coast 
is a classic.

Dore Strauch
Satan Came to Eden
2014, PAPER, 290 PAGES
The original memoir of  Dore Strauch, early 
settler to the Galapagos and participant in 
the fascinating unsolved mystery known as 
The Galapagos Affair, the subject of  a new 
documentary. First published in 1936, it’s back 
in print after 80 years.

Mark Plotkin
Tales of  a Shaman’s Apprentice
1994, PAPER, 328 PAGES
In this marvelous book, Plotkin recounts 
his work documenting the use of  medicinal 
plants among remote tribes in the Northwest 
Amazon. A portrait of  people and their 
environment, a tale of  adventure and a 
moving example of  science in the service of  
preservation.



Pocket Naturalist
Galapagos Wildlife
2014, PLASTIC CARD
A fold-up, laminated card featuring color 
drawings and short descriptions of  commonly 
encountered birds, mammals and reptiles of  
the Galapagos.

David Horwell, Pete Oxford
Galapagos Wildlife, A Visitor’s Guide
2011, PAPER, 156 PAGES
With chapters on visitor sites, history, 
conservation and habitats, this compact 
photographic guide introduces birds, reptiles, 
marine and other life of  the archipelago.

Clive Byers
Pocket Photo Guide to the Birds of  
Ecuador and Galapagos
2017, PAPER, 144 PAGES
With clear color photographs and brief, 
authoritative descriptions Bloomsbury’s 
field guide to Ecuador depicts 252 of  the 
country’s most common birds with clear color 
photographs and brief  descriptions. The book 
easily slips in a pocket or daypack.

Daza Pablo Cervantes (Photographer), Andres Vasquez 
Noboa
Wildlife of  Ecuador: A Photographic 
Field Guide to Birds, Mammals, 
Reptiles, and Amphibians
2017, PAPER, 304 PAGES
Clear, concise and comprehensive, this modern 
field guide in the Princeton WildGuide series 
profiles 350 of  Ecuador’s most conspicuous 
animals.

Julian Fitter, Daniel Fitter, David Hosking 
(Photographer)
Wildlife of  the Galapagos
2016, PAPER, 272 PAGES
A compact identification guide to Galapagos 
nature and wildlife, featuring over 650 color 
photographs, an overview of  the history, 
climate, evolution and geology of  the islands, 
and helpful full-color visitor site maps.

Paul D. Stewart (Director)
Galapagos, The Islands That Changed 
the World
2007, DVD
This stunning, three-part BBC documentary 
captures the rugged beauty, allure and wildlife 
of  the islands. Narrated by Tilda Swinton. This 
is the Blu-Ray edition. Runtime: 150 minutes.

Tui De Roy (Editor)
Galapagos, Preserving Darwin’s 
Legacy
2016, PAPER, 240 PAGES
Tui de Roy corralled researchers and friends 
for this stunning survey of  the natural history, 
ecology and conservation of  the Galapagos. 
With 450 breathtaking color photographs 
and chapters by Jack Grove (fishes), Peter 
and Rosemary Grant (finches), Dennis Geist 
(geology) and many other scientists.

Jonathan Weiner
The Beak of  the Finch
1995, PAPER, 332 PAGES
This Pulitzer Prize-winning work is an 
accessible look at the modern debate on the 
mode and rhythm of  evolution, using the 
story of  Peter and Rosemary Grant and their 
ground-breaking field work on Daphne Major 
as an example.

Richard O. Prum
The Evolution of  Beauty
2017, HARD COVER, 448 PAGES
A major reimagining of  how evolutionary 
forces work, revealing how mating preferences-
-what Darwin termed “the taste for the 
beautiful”--create the extraordinary range of  
ornament in the animal world. The Evolution 
of  Beauty presents a unique scientific vision 
for how nature’s splendor contributes to a 
more complete understanding of  evolution and 
of  ourselves.

Henry Nicholls
The Galapagos, A Natural History
2014, HARD COVER, 224 PAGES
Editor of  the Galapagos Conservation Trust 
magazine and author of  Lonesome George, 
Henry Nicholls charts the human and natural 
history of  the archipelago from its fiery 
origins through famous visitors and current 
conservation challenges.

Celter Visual Arts Inc.
Galapagos Birds Life
2011, PLASTIC CARD
Spot, identify and appreciate the avian life of  
the Galapagos with this laminated, submersible 
accordion-style fold-out guide. Vivid images of  
a wide variety of  birds are paired with English 
and Spanish names.

Celter Visual Arts Inc.
Galapagos Marine Life
2011, PLASTIC CARD
Spot, identify and appreciate the marine life of  
the Galapagos with this laminated, submersible 
accordion-style fold-out guide. Vivid images of  
a wide variety of  fish are paired with English 
and Spanish names.


